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Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

It is suggested that the applicant amend the title to include the bushing as set 
forth in claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 2-8 and 10-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Recitations such as "said bushing" on line 1 of claim 2 render the claims 
indefinite because it is unclear to which one of the plurality of bushings set forth above 
the applicant is referring. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Young in view of Peterson. Young discloses a threshold assembly 10 adapted to 
be installed below the bottom surface of a movable door 13, comprising an elongated 
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threshold 22 having a sloping top sill surface (not numbered, but shown in figure 3) and 
a longitudinally extending cavity (not numbered, but shown in figure 3), an elongated rail 
member 14 disposed within said cavity, a plurality of longitudinally spaced adjusting 
screw units 26 connecting said rail member to said threshold, said screw having a head 
portion (not numbered, but shown in figure 3) with surfaces for receiving a tool to 
provide for rotating said screw, and a nut member 26 threadably receiving said screw 
and retained by said threshold against rotation relative to said threshold, a radially 
outwardly projecting flange 26 comprising an annular washer. Young is silent 
concerning a tubular bushing. 

However, Peterson discloses a metal tubular bushing 10 having a vertical axis 
and a screw 50 extending into the bushing and having an upper portion captured for 
rotation within the bushing, the bushing includes ribs (not numbered, but shown in figure 
6 and described in column 2, lines 56-68). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide Young 
with a bushing and a metal construction, as taught by Peterson, to prevent damage to 
the rail member 14. 

Claims 9-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Young in view of Peterson as applied to claims 1-8 and 18-20 above, and further in view 
of Mettler. Mettler discloses an inverted T-nut 12 for threadably receiving a screw 1 . 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide Young, as 
modified above, with an inverted T-nut, as taught by Mettler, to prevent the T-nut from 
rotating with respect to the threshold as the screw is rotated. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Bennett, Lesosky, and McAllister are cited for disclosing an 
adjustable threshold assembly. Kitayama et al., Froehlich, Schmidt, and Worthing are 
cited for disclosing a bushing. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory J. Strimbu whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6836. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 to 
4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Gregory u. Strirrfl&t 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 
February 3, 2006 




